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Manila Archbishop Advincula Issues Simbang Gabi 2026
Guidelines Today

A true story of faith under pressure. Read the first half below, then continue online.

KEY SPIRITUAL TAKEAWAY
"We treasure the Filipino tradition of the nine-day Aguinaldo Masses in honor of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, the expectant mother,"
(Transliterated from the original Hindi.)

They had gathered only to pray. When prayer itself becomes the target, faith is proved not by words
but by staying.

The Story - Part One

Manila Archbishop Jose F. Cardinal Advincula has issued the official guidelines for this year's Simbang
Gabi, the beloved nine-day dawn Masses that lead Filipino Catholics to Christmas. The guidelines,
contained in Circular No. 2026-106 Dated November 12, 2026, set the rules for the Misa de Aguinaldo
from December 16 to 24, 2026. Evening Masses may begin as early as 6:00 p.M., And the last dawn
Mass may start at 5:30 a.M.

Simbang Gabi is more than a schedule. For millions of Filipinos it is the heartbeat of Christmas, nine
mornings of rising before dawn to pray together in the dark. Advincula's circular protects that tradition
while making clear how it should be celebrated in the Archdiocese of Manila.

The circular carries a line that explains why the archbishop guards the tradition so carefully. "We
treasure the Filipino tradition of the nine-day Aguinaldo Masses in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
expectant mother," he wrote, "for the perseverance of the nation in the faith."

The timing matters this year because the liturgical calendar turns quickly. The Feast of Christ the King on
November 22 ends the liturgical year, and Advent begins on November 29. The Aguinaldo Masses then
carry the faithful through the last nine days before Christmas itself.

Simbang Gabi 2026 Schedule And Mass Times

The nine-day series runs from December 16 to 24, 2026. Anticipated evening Masses may start as early
as 6:00 p.M., While the last dawn Mass may begin at 5:30 a.M. Parishes across Manila will publish their
own timetables under these limits, and families can plan their nine mornings around them.

Rising before dawn for nine straight days is not easy, and that is the point. The early hour is part of the
devotion, a small sacrifice offered before the day begins. Prayer offered in the dark, before the city
wakes, has a honesty that daylight prayer sometimes loses.



The Turning Point - What Happens Next

The story reaches a life-changing moment that changes everything -- and what seemed like the end
is only the middle. Two reports disagree on the numbers, and one question is left unanswered: will
the CCTYV footage ever come out? Read the full story to find out what happens next.

PERSONAL REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. When gathering to pray carries a real cost, what keeps a community coming together anyway --
and what would keep you coming?

2. The pastor's sister shielded him with her own body and fainted under the blows. What does
costly, self-giving love look like in your own family or church?

3. When justice is delayed and a complaint is withdrawn under threat, how do believers hold on to
truth without giving in to fear -- or to hatred?

READ THE FULL STORY

Continue on FaithStories -- the complete article, with sources and related stories:
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