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US Catholic Bishops Oppose Indiscriminate Mass Deportation
in First Special Message in 12 Years

A true story of faith under pressure. Read the first half below, then continue online.

KEY SPIRITUAL TAKEAWAY
"We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to
dehumanizing rhetoric and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement.”

(Transliterated from the original Hindi.)

They had gathered only to pray. When prayer itself becomes the target, faith is proved not by words
but by staying.

The Story - Part One

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has voted to oppose indiscriminate mass deportation,
approving a special pastoral message on immigration on 12 November 2026 at its fall plenary assembly
in Baltimore. The message passed by 216 votes in favour, 5 against, with 3 abstentions, and the bishops
greeted the result with a standing ovation.

It is the first special message of its kind in 12 years. The last one came in 2013, on the contraceptive
mandate, and since then the conference has spoken on immigration through individual bishops and
committees, never with one voice in this formal way.

That changed in Baltimore, in a single afternoon vote, and the room rose to its feet. More than 320
bishops attended the fall plenary assembly, which ran from 10 to 13 November 2026. The immigration
message was the most watched item on the agenda, and the debate around it showed how much the
bishops wanted to get the words right.

The sentence that may be remembered longest came from Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago. He
successfully proposed adding a line that now sits at the heart of the message: "We oppose the
indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric and violence,
whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement."

Cupich's line did two things at once. It named the policy the bishops oppose, and it named the tone they
want to see end, on both sides of the argument.

The bishops were not only speaking about what governments do. They were speaking about how a
country talks about the people caught in the middle of it.

What The Bishops' Immigration Message Says
At its core, the message is a pastoral one, not a policy paper. The bishops wrote as shepherds, in the

language of prayer and human dignity rather than legislation.

Faith has a way of cutting through noise like this. When a bishop stands up and says that every person
carries the image of God, he is reminding us that the stranger at the door is not a problem to be solved,
but a person to be loved.



The Turning Point - What Happens Next

The story reaches a life-changing moment that changes everything -- and what seemed like the end
is only the middle. Two reports disagree on the numbers, and one question is left unanswered: will
the CCTYV footage ever come out? Read the full story to find out what happens next.

PERSONAL REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. When gathering to pray carries a real cost, what keeps a community coming together anyway --
and what would keep you coming?

2. The pastor's sister shielded him with her own body and fainted under the blows. What does
costly, self-giving love look like in your own family or church?

3. When justice is delayed and a complaint is withdrawn under threat, how do believers hold on to
truth without giving in to fear -- or to hatred?

READ THE FULL STORY

Continue on FaithStories -- the complete article, with sources and related stories:
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